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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0069 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT IZ 

SUBJ: GOI CRACKDOWN ON SHIA COMMUNITY 
REF: BAGHDAD 881 NOTAL 

1. 1 HAVE HEARD FROM NUMEROUS SOURCES THAT GOI ORDERED 
SHIA COMMUNITY OF BAGHDAD (ESTIMATED AT OVER 50 PERCENT 
OF CITY'S POPULATION OF 2 MILLION) AND PERHAPS OF REST 
OF COUNTRY NOT TO CELEBRATE ASHOURA (TENTH DAY OF 
MOHARRAM) ON JAN 23 IN TRADITIONAL WAY; I.E., 

RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS FEATURING SELF-FLAGELLATION. 

USUAL DISPLAY OF COLORED SHIA FLAGS NOT SEEN THIS YEAR 
IN SHIA QUARTERS AND REPORTEDLY PROCESSIONS DID NOT TAKE 
PLACE. SECURITY FORCES AND BAATH CIVIL MILITIA WERE 
REPORTEDLY ON ALERT FOR DISTURBANCES BUT THEY DID NOT OCCUR. 

2. COMMENT: REASON FOR GOI RESTRICTIONS MAY BE RELATED 
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TO EARLIER TRIAL AND ALLEGED EXECUTION OF FIVE SHIAS 
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ACCUSED OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN COLLUSION WITH IRAN 
(REFTEL.) WHATEVER THE REASONS, REGIME HAS ALMOST 
CERTAINLY CAUSED MUCH DISCONTENT IN SHIA COMMUNITY WHO 
TAKE THEIR ISLAM SERIOUSLY AND PARTICULARLY CELEBRATIONS 
SUCH AS ASHOURA WHICH SET THEM APART FROM RULING SUNNIS. 
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